
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 

FROM: Ron Whisenand, Community Development Director 

SUBJECT: Mitigated Negative Declaration for Paso Robles (Nacimiento) Water Treatment Plant and Main 
East Pipeline 

DATE:  February 3, 2009 

Needs:  For the City Council to consider approval of a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Paso
Robles (Nacimiento) Water Treatment Plant and Main East Pipeline. 

Facts: 1. Pursuant to the 2005 Urban Water Master Plan, 2007 Integrated Water Resources Plan, and 
the 2003 General Plan, the City has initiated the work described below to consist of the 
following components: 

a. Construct a plant to treat water from the Nacimiento Water Project, up to 12 million 
gallons per day, store treated water, and

b. Construct a pipeline to convey treated water to the East Side of the City.  

2. The treatment plant will be situated at the City’s Thunderbird Well Site located east of 
Ramada Drive and the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR), west of the Salinas River and 
north of an imaginary extension of Highway 46 West east of Ramada Drive. The Main 
East Pipeline will extend north from the proposed treatment plant, along the east side of 
the UPRR, to a point due west of the western terminus of the existing right-of-way for a 
westward extension of Charolais Road.  At that point, the pipeline will turn dues east, 
run beneath the Salinas River and through the existing right-of-way for a westward 
extension of Charolais Road to connect with existing water mains in South River Road.

 3. At its meeting of October 7, 2008, the City Council opened a public hearing on the Draft 
Mitigated Negative Declaration. Shortly prior to the hearing the Air Pollution Control 
District (APCD) submitted a letter recommending that the Initial Study be expanded to 
address a wider range of air quality and greenhouse gas emissions.  The Council continued 
the public hearing to December 16, 2008 and then again to February 3, 2009, so that 
APCD’s concerns may be addressed. 

 4. The Mitigated Negative Declaration document has been revised to address APCD’s 
concerns.  An inventory of greenhouse gas emissions was added and Mitigation measures 
were revised accordingly. The revised document includes all letters and responses to 
comments.

 5. The Mitigated Negative Declaration document is too large to attach to this report. Copies 
will be distributed to the City Council, the press, and made available to the public at City 
Hall, in the Library, and on the City’s web site (www.prcity.com).

Analysis and 
Conclusion: Environmental Factors Affected by the Project

The Initial Study found that the following environmental factors will be potentially 
significantly affected during the construction phase of the project, unless mitigated: 
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Aesthetics;
Air Quality; 
Biological Resources; 
Cultural (Archaeological) Resources; 
Geology, Seismicity, and Soils; 
Water Quality; 
Noise;
Transportation and Circulation. 

The Initial Study recommends mitigation measures that would reduce all potentially 
significant impacts to a point of non-significance, which would enable the adoption of a 
mitigated negative declaration.  These mitigation measures are listed in the Mitigation 
Monitoring Plan (Exhibit B of the attached resolution to adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration).

Project Phasing

All of the mitigation measures listed in the Mitigation Monitoring Plan (Exhibit B of the attached 
resolution to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration) address construction phase impacts. The 
Initial Study assumes that all improvements to the treatment site (permanent buildings and 
landscaping) will be built as a single phase. 

The only foreseeable impact that might be associated with constructing the project in phases 
over several years is the visual impact that might be associated with temporary buildings and 
equipment (e.g., trailers containing water treatment equipment) and phased landscaping. Visual 
impacts can be avoided if each phase either situates temporary improvements out of the line of 
vision or includes landscaping adequate to mitigate any adverse views of temporary 
improvements.  All other impacts described in the Initial Study would be addressed by the listed 
mitigation measures, regardless of phasing. 

As part of the process of preparing and accepting plans for each phase, the proposed plans need 
to be compared to the plans for the entire project and evaluated for visual impacts.  If it is 
determined that a phase substantially conforms with the plans for the entire project, no further 
environmental review would be necessary.  If it is determined that a phase could create adverse 
visual impacts, the plans will have to be revised to mitigate the impacts and a new environmental 
document will be necessary. 

It should also be noted that, if prior to completion of all phases, new information about 
environmental resources that could be adversely affected by the yet-to-be completed phases of 
the project becomes available, a new environmental document could be necessary prior to 
authorization to proceed with a phase. 

Conclusion

Subject to implementation of  the mitigation measures listed in the Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
(Exhibit B of the attached resolution to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration), the project will 
not have any significant effects on the environment. 
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Policy
Reference: California Environmental Quality Act 

Fiscal
Impact:  The Mitigated Negative Declaration will have no effect on the General Fund. 

Options: Upon receipt of public comments, take one of the following actions: 

a. Adopt the attached Resolution 09-XXX approving a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the 
Project.

 b. Amend, modify, or reject the foregoing option. 

Report prepared by:  Ed Gallagher, City Planner 

Attachments:
1. Location Map 
2. Map of Pipeline Route and Site Plan for Treatment Plant Site 
3. Resolution Approving a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
4. Mitigation Monitoring Plan 
5. Newspaper Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration 

ED\ENV\NACIMIENTO WATER TREATMENT PLANT\CCR 020309
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